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@  Jeffrey A. Frankel and David H. Romer, “Does Trade Cause Growth?” American Economic Review, Vol.89, No.
3, 1999, pp.379-399.

(@ Henrik Hansen and John Rand, “On the Causal Links Between FDI and Growth in Developing Countries,”
World Economy, Vol.29, No.1, 2006, pp.21-41.
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@ “The EU’ s New Trade Defence Rules and First Country Report,” European Commission, 20 December 2017, ht-
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®  John Hurley, Scott Morris and Gailyn Portelance, “Examining the Debt Implications of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive from a Policy Perspective,” Journal of Infrastructure, Policy and Development, Vol.3, No.1, 2019, pp.139-175.
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Competition and Cooperation within the Belt and Road Initiative in the Context of
China—-Europe Relations; Evolution, Causes and Impacts on Europe

DING Chun ZHANG Mingxin JI Haonan

Europe plays a pivotal role within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI). This
article first examines the BRI’ s progress in Europe in the context of China—Europe relations
and outlines its major achievements and challenges encountered in Europe. The BRI has ex-
perienced three phases as defined by the approaches of the European countries, that is, rela-
tive indifference, relative enthusiasm, and coexistence of competition and cooperation. The
shift of Europe’ s attitude to the BRI from relative indifference to relative enthusiasm was the
result of the BRI’ s self-articulation, increasing visibility of project outcomes, and the EU’ s
drive to expedite its economic recovery. The transition of the phase from relative enthusiasm
to competition and cooperation coexistence was influenced by growing industrial competition
between China and Europe, alterations in the EU’ s perception of EU—China relations, the
securitization of economic affairs under the EU’ s geopolitical shift, and the American factor.
While Europe’ s stance on the BRI is inevitably entwined with political factors, this article
contends that the crucial determinant for the long—term trajectory of China—Europe collabora-
tion within the BRI hinges on its ability to yield tangible advantages for participating Europe-
an nations. Based on global data, this article empirically examines the impact of the BRI on
Europe. The BRI has effectively boosted economic growth and levels of employment in the
participating European countries through trade promotion effects, investment promotion
effects, and infrastructure construction promotion effects. Accusations from some Western
countries concerning the BRI’ s market openness and debt trap issues are false. However, the
BRI has not significantly enhanced the average public opinion of China in the participating
European countries, indicating that the people—to—people bond still needs to be strength-

ened.



