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Locality politics and soundscape: Diffusion and evolution of Shaanbei folk song

in early modern times

ZHANG Xiao-hong
( Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: Soundscape as a conceptual category and a key part in the study of the relationship between music and its environ—
ment originated from music study focuses on the relationship between sound and environment and further emphasizes the func—
tion and significance of sound in constructing the local culture. Probing into the diffusion of Shaanbei folk song in early modern
China the author finds that Shaanbei folk song as the soundscape closely related to Shaanbei locality transformed into a cultural
symbol of the Chinese revolution when the Communist Party of China built up the base area in Shaanbei region. Furthermore its
distribution expanded to all parts of China as the Communist Party of China achieved success. It seems that the link between
Shaanbei folk song and Shaanbei region has gradually weakened in this process. However this link to its original locality has al—
ways retained its potential within the soundscape as it spreads across China due to the embedded image of Shaanbei as the sacred
place of the Chinese revolution.

Keywords: locality; soundscape; Shaanbei folk song; regional diffusion
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