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China's remarkable success and America’s jaw-dropping failure in combating the
pandemic at home, their enormously different performances in promoting
international cooperation and coordination in this regard, further expanded the
strategic competition between two countries into international arena. Sino-U. S.
competition is getting more and more comprehensive in scope, security centric
in essence, and ideological in end state, and facing real danger of sliding into
strategic confrontation. Strategic competition will be the new normal for both
countries for quite a long period of time, thus, damage control and maintenance
of strategic stability should be and could be the realistic and reasonable goal for
both sides to pursue.

Key words: China-U. S, relations, Trump administration, coronavirus crisis,

international order, strategic competition

“Sovereign Europe”, Covid—19 and China—EU Relations

JIN Ling

Abstract: Hit by a series of internal and external crises, the EU resorts to the
concept of “sovereign Europe” to reform internal and external policies in order
to deal with geopolitical competition and mitigate the risk of being marginalized
in the international community. The core of “sovereign Europe” is to build up
the EU’s capacity rather than the establishment of a federal Europe. Under the
concept of sovereign Europe, the EU’s external strategy is more competition
and conflict-oriented. By leveraging its single market, the EU’s economic and
trade policies are becoming increasingly tough and protectionist. Against the
background of increasing interests diversion between the EU and the U. S., the
EU also seeks a kind of policy independence from the United States to safeguard
its sovereignty. In the face of paralyzed multilateralism, the EU is committed
to playing a normative role through more flexible and pragmatic alliance with
like-minded countries. The Covid-19, which displays the vulnerability of EU’s
dependence on the global value chain and shows the importance of digital
technology, has significantly strengthened EU’s sense of sovereign Europe in
view of the continuing tension between Europe and the United States, and the
intensification of strategic competition between China and the United States.
EU's promotion of “sovereign Europe” has also made China-EU relations more

complex with dual characteristics: the increase of the need for strategic

v



cooperation with the decline of strategic mutual trust, the rise in economic and
trade cooperation accompanied with the intensification of friction, the increase
in multi-level exchanges, but the risk of politicization and securitization of
cooperation. China and the EU need to go beyond the asymmetry in bilateral
relations with foresight and jointly safeguard the stability of the international
system and the development of the international community.

Key words: sovereign Europe, Covid-19, China-EU Relations, systemic rival,

Transatlantic relations, multilateralism

Institutional Status, “Exit Diplomacy” and the Choices of the U. S,
YANG Shuangmei

Abstract; The Donald Trump administration has been playing “exit diplomacy”
since taking office, attracting international attention and having serious
consequences on international system and global order. Most scholars consider
power transition, domestic politics, or leaders’ preferences when they try to
interpret the exit diplomacy. They also deploy the rational choice theory to
examine the costs and benefits of the American withdrawals from international
institutions. However, the Trump administration did not blindly withdraw
from international institutions. Instead, there have been different withdrawal
options, such as “to threaten to withdraw”, “to withdraw”, or “to refrain from
withdrawing”. Reviewing the “exit diplomacy” of the U. S., the author finds
that the decline of the U. S. status in these international institutions is the
prerequisite to “exit diplomacy” and the ultimate withdrawal. And productive
re-negotiation with international institutions determines the U. S. choice
between “to threaten to withdraw” and “to withdraw”. The choice is
determined by the U. S. power status in international institutions and its
national interests. Such a hypothesis is tested by the cases of U. S. withdrawals
from the Paris Agreement and the UNHRC, the refraining from the withdrawal
of the UPU, and the re-establishment of USMCA. These actions reflect the
Trump administration’s “American First” ideology and unilateralism in foreign
affairs. The analysis of American “exit diplomacy” and institutional choices can
help us better understand the evolution of international institutions and global
order and the challenges it poses.

Key words: institutional status, exit diplomacy, Trump administration,
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