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The Main Tasks and Policies Thinking on the Construction of Regional
Innovation System in China during the “Fourteenth Five Year Plan”

Research Group of Institute of Industrial Economics under Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Abstract: Regional innovation system construction is an important support for implementing the national major regional
development strategy and building an innovative country, and an important guarantee for all regions to overcome the
“middle-income trap” and achieve high-quality development. During the “Thirteenth Five Year Plan” , there have been
made big progress in the regional innovation system, which will face new challenge during the “Fourteenth Five Year Plan”.

During the “Thirteenth Five Plan” ,China’s regional innovation system has made many achievements and made major
breakthroughs in the fields such as frontier basic research and commercial application of emerging technologies, regional
innovation capacity improving, acceleration in collaborative innovation system construction in key city clusters, national
innovation platform building, acceleration in industrial transformation and upgrading, deepening in integration into the global
innovation network,but there exist some weakness as the following: the extending gap in innovation capacity between of
northern and western area, there are many institutional and institutional obstacles in city cluster coordination, the
mechanisms of innovation resource allocation are not perfect, there are shortages in original innovation and in innovation
platforms.

The “Fourteenth Five Year Plan” is a crucial step in China’s efforts to further promote innovation-driven development,
a period of deepening practice in implementing the new development concept and accelerating high-quality development,
facing the technology bullying of U. S and new innovation paradigm transformation. Facing a highly complex and changeable
external environment and domestic high-quality development task, regional innovation system in China during the
“Fourteenth Five Year Plan” needs to be transformed from closed regional innovation system to high-quality open regional
coordination innovation system with three characteristics, which are regional network embeddedness and highly-opened,
innovation accumulation and path transformation, strong resilience. The high-quality open regional coordination innovation
system paly five functions: promoting the communication,learning of knowledge and the capacity transforming knowledge to
ability, promoting coordinated development of between basic research and applied research, integration trans-regional
innovation resources, building industrial dynamic developing capacity,and breeding innovation policies.

The strategic task for the construction of high-quality open regional coordination innovation system in China during the
“Fourteenth Five Year Plan” mainly include ; Building a regional innovation network with multi-poles support, which radiate
local regions, complement each other with advantages and share innovation resource with each other; Integrating and
creating a number of regional innovation infrastructure dealing with new technology revolution, Promoting the transformation
and upgrading of industrial cluster, and coordination of between industrial chains and innovation chains, promoting
participation in global innovation network mainly based on domestic circulation and mutual promotion of between domestic
and international circulation.

To solve the existing problems and deal with the new challenges in the construction of regional innovation system in
China, this paper puts forward a series of policy suggestions. Construction of regional innovation system, that is needed to pay
attention to income distribution policy benefitting more knowledge value increasing, that is needed to establish a high-level
mechanism of innovation resource allocation and promote the orderly flow of innovation factors, the role of new innovation
factors,to build an innovation industrial chain and promote the transformation and application of innovation achievements to
promote industrial chains to explore new service models and establish a multi-tiered and all-dimensional innovative service
system ,and continue to improve the regional innovation ecosystem for using platform effects of regional innovation system to
stimulate innovation and development, to make experiments in building high-quality open regional coordination innovation
system and make the “ Fourteenth Five Plan of Regional Innovation System”, to make experiment s in strengthening
coordination innovation in key regions.
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