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[ Abstract] As a responsible rising Power, China should not only pay
attention to its initiatives in Central Asia Regional Governance, but also the
different responses to the initiatives. In the SCO, China has put forward some
initiatives, while Russia sometimes supports China’s institution-building
initiative, but at other times it conditionally supports or even rejects. Under what
conditions regional hegemonic power will support the regional rising power’s
initiative in the regional institution-building? This study argues that regional
strategic context and network effect of the initiative can help explain the
variation of behavior of the regional hegemonic power. Case studies of Russia’s
behavior towards Chinese initiative in SCO institution-building illustrate the
logic of the theory. After 9 41 terrorist attack, US influence in the Central Asia is
on the rise, which gives great pressure to Russia. In this regional strategic context,
Russia becomes more cooperative towards Chinese initiative. While the network
effects of the Inter-bank Consortium (IBC) initiative and Free Trade Area (FTA)
initiative are respectively low and high, Russia’s behaviors accordingly are
supporting and conditionally supporting. After color revolution, US influence in
the central is on the decline, which reduces its pressure to Russia. In this new
regional strategic context, Russia takes competitive attitude towards Chinese
initiative. While the network of the Road Transport Facilitation Agreement
(RTFA) initiative and Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) initiative are
respectively low and high, Russia’s behaviors accordingly are conditionally
supporting and rejecting.

[ Key Words] Regional hegemonic power; International Institutional
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