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Abstracts

Northeast Asia’s Shifting Power Structure and China’s Strategic Choices: Predictive
Analysis for the 2030s / Qi Huaigao and Li Kaisheng / 1

The Northeast Asian power structure demonstrates a weakening unipolarity of the
U.S., which in the 2030s will evolve into a power structure with “multilateral co-opetition
of two major powers ( China and the U.S. ) and three regional powers ( Russia, Japan, and
South Korea)”. Strategic competition between China and the U. S. is the main feature of the
shifting power structure in Northeast Asia, while the Russia—Ukraine conflict has limited in-
fluence on the shifting power structure. In the context of this shifting power structure, Ja-
pan, Russia, and ROK, which occupy the second tier of the Northeast Asian power struc-
ture, will pursue regional power diplomacy and regional interests. The DPRK and Mongolia,
whose national power is relatively weak, occupy the third tier of the Northeast Asian power
structure, and will seek to ensure the survival of their respective regimes and promote nation-
al security. China’s strategic choices for Northeast Asia in the next decade are likely to in-
clude five aspects: First, to avoid a “new Cold War” and achieve a strategic balance with
the U.S. ; Second, to maintain friendly and close strategic ties with Russia; Third, to ac-
tively promote economic cooperation with the other Northeast Asian countries; Fourth, to
promote the establishment of a regional security mechanism in the future that includes all the
Northeast Asian states; and Fifth, to construct a collective NEA identity.
Keywords: Northeast Asia; power structure; model of national power index of the NEA

states; 2030s; China—U. S. strategic competition; strategic choices; predictive analysis

From Hegemonic Decline to the Emergence of Minilateralism — A Study of the
U. S. —led Quadrilateral Security Dialogue in the Indo—Pacific Region / Ma Bo / 25
This article explores the emergence and evolution of minilateralism, a compact form of
multilateral cooperation, and evaluates its execution and impact within the context of the US
Indo—Pacific strategy. This article draws on the “Quadrilateral Security Dialogue” — a dip-
lomatic initiative involving the United States, Japan, India, and Australia — as its primary
case study. The United States’ impetus for spearheading this minilateral cooperation mecha-
nism in the Asia—Pacific region is to rally its allies and partner nations, aiming to counteract
China’s growing regional influence. It employs a less-than-perfect, yet pragmatic collabora-
tive approach to address potential weaknesses. While minilateralism may compensate for cer-
tain inadequacies of existing bilateral and broader multilateral security cooperation mecha-
nisms, it comes with its own intrinsic limitations. These potential roadblocks could signifi-
cantly shape the future of the US—led “(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue” initiative, presen-
ting various challenges.
Keywords: Indo—Pacific Strategy; small multilateralism; Quadripartite Security Dialogue;
China US relations
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