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On the Social Attribute of Marriage and Childbearing

—On the Evolution of Marriage and Childbearing Model in Rural Areas

of Northern Zhejiang Province under the Background of Fewer Children
ZHAO Chun-lan FAN Li-zhu
( School of Social Development and Public Policy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: In recent years China has entered an era of families with fewer children so new marriage
mode of husband and wife living in both families and both surnames appear in Shuicun Village. This
mode connects personal emotion family demand and social responsibility practices the value of glory
and succession maintains the traditional ethics of parent—child relationship feedback mode in life and
virtually dissolves the increasingly prominent tension between society and individuals in modern society in
marriage and childbearing. This study attempts to point out that the marriage and childbearing system al—
ways changes according to the situation. The new marriage and childbearing model in Shuicun Village
Northern Zhejiang Province is an example of human beings’ cultural means to achieve the purpose of a—
dult reproduction and social succession.

Key Words: marriage; childbearing; social attribute; husband and wife living in both families and both

surnames
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