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Terrorism and Counter-terrorism from the Perspective of the West
Zhang Jiadong

Abstract: The West is a concept of self-identity originating in the process of the rise and foreign colonization of the Western

European countries and being finally formed in the process of their relative decline. It has become an important identity tag for the

Western countries to participate in international politics and related affairs. The West has a lot in common in the terrorism and anti-

terrorism terms. It attaches importance to religious factors. Yet with the constant adjustment of their international status and risk

level, it also has great internal differences. Due to the power transfer between Europe and the United States and their differences

in geography and geopolitics, their differences over the issue of terrorism have also gradually increased. Under the circumstances

of the impact brought to the Western international dominant position and the internal challenges facing the Western identity, the

differences within the Western countries on this issue are tending to expand.

Keywords: U.S., Western Europe, geopolitical preference, identity crisis
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